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6. He had recently seen Pham Van Dong who appeared ill and 
very tired. 

7. I said I thought Viet Minh now that they were well installed 
were showing stem attitude in application Communist doctrine and 
cited Peoples Court trials, including recent one Hanoi. Sainteny re- 
plied that "well installed" was too strong a term and that Viet Minh 
were still having trouble getting installed. He added, however, that 
once in possession of Haiphong and the coast, they would feel more 
secure and would supply more pressure in communization. 

8. He believed that not only would fifth month rice harvest be 
bad because of insufficient rain during growing season, but that re- 
sults secondary cultivation, despite good sweet potato and maize 
crops, would not suffice make up shortage. 

9. When Sainteny mentioned Ho Chi Minh provisional govern- 
ment of 1945, 1 took occasion say I had heard rumor (Contel 1303 
sent Department May 16, repeated Saigon 1451, Paris 435^) that 
Catholic member that government had recently visited Hanoi. Sain- 
teny recalled that he had heard some such visit had taken place prior 
his return, but declined to be drawn out this subject. 

10. Said he would return to France for consultation during first 
ten days Jime. Remarked that he was stuprised US had not closed 
Consulate here. Predicted that operating conditions would become 
worse after ICC transfer to Saigon and jokingly remarked that Sain- 
teny mission might leave before Consulate. In discussing various itin- 
eraries Hanoi-Paris, he half -jokingly remarked that he could not go 
via Honolulu and US because "your government would not give me 
visa". I replied that I did not think he would have any trouble get- 
ting transit visa. Still semi-humorously, he offered to bet me that he 
would have trouble. 

Corcoran 


*In this telegram dated May 15, the Consulate reported learning from a "Catholic 
source" that Nguyen Manh Ha, a Catholic layman and Minister of Economy in the 
Provisional Govenunent of 1945, had visited Hanoi from Paris at the apparent request 
of Pham Van Dong to consult on what the DRV regarded as the "Catholic problem." 
The source believed Ha to be at best a "meddler" and at worst a "peddler" of coexist- 
ence, and believed also that the Sainteny Mission was involved in the arrangement of 
the visit. [IMd.. 751G.00/5-1555) 


192. Editorial Note 

At the 249th meeting of the National Security Council on May 
19, according to the memorandum of discussion by Gleason, May 20, 
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Dulles briefed the Council on his recent trip to Paris and Vierma. 
The following excerpt is that portion of the report which deals with 
Vietnam: 

"Secretary Dulles' second subject was his talks on Vietnam. 
These had been conducted directly with the French Premier, Faure, 
and had been of very great significance. Faure had started out with a 
statement that the French did not desire to become involved with se- 
rious differences with the United States on the issue of policy in 
South Vietnam, and accordingly, it was perhaps best for the French 
to withdraw entirely from this area, surrendering all their responsi- 
bilities to the United States. Secretary Dulles countered promptly by 
suggesting that the U.S. likewise did not want a falling-out with 
France on this issue, and accordingly, perhaps it would be best if the 
U.S. itself pulled out of Vietnam. This exchange, said Secretary 
Dulles, put an end once and for all to any more such dramatic ges- 
tures. 

"Secretary Dulles expressed the view that the French were likely 
to continue to phase out their expeditionary forces from Vietnam. 
They would not pause when they reached the level of 75,000 men, as 
originally planned, but would continue to evacuate their forces imtil 
they reached perhaps the level of 50,000. At this point they would 
stabilize. The French were also planning to move most of their troops 
from the Saigon area to Cap Saint Jacques, though Secretary Dulles 
personally believed that it would be better if the troops from Saigon 
were sent to guard duty along the 17th parallel. Such a move, how- 
ever, he thought unlikely. 

"Secretary Humphrey inquired of Secretary Dulles whether the 
latter thought that Diem would prove strong enough to maintain 
control of the situation in South Vietnam. Secretary Dulles said that 
it seemed likely at the present time. Diem had just survived a very 
great crisis. He had demonstrated a local strength in Vietnam that 
many people had hitherto doubted he possessed. In the recent fight- 
ing both of the religious sects, the Cao Dai and the Hoa Hao, had 
remained neutral, and Bao Dai's effort to remove control of the army 
from Diem had utterly failed. On the other hand. Diem had not yet 
proved able or willing to form a coalition government. Secretary 
Dulles said that he had had quite a battle with the French on this 
issue, because they were so keen for such a coalition. He had argued 
with them that a coalition government as understood in the West 
was virtually impossible in this part of the world. In the Orient it 
was necessary to work through a single head of government rather 
than through a coalition in which various personal interests had to 
be submerged in a common loyalty. In illustration of this point. Sec- 
retary Dulles had dted Singhman \Syngman'\ Rhee in Korea emd Ho 
Chi Minh in Indochina itself. Accordingly, Secretary Dulles had 
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